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Chairman and Members of the Committee I appreciate this opportunity to testify today on
AB 841.

This legislation was requested by the Snowmobile Recreational Council after a series of
meetings with stakeholder groups within the Council, including the Wisconsin ATV
Association and Safe & Sober Snowmobilers United. They also will be testifying in
support of the bill today. '

While there has been much discussion and important action regarding motor vehicle
drunk driving reform, Operating While Intoxicated (OWT) statutes for recreational
vehicles are also in need of updating. This bill seeks to clean up what is currently a
patchwork of laws applying to snowmobile, all-terrain vehicle, and motorboat operation,
making them more consistent and unified with motor vehicle OWI statutes.

This bill makes uniform the penalties for OW1’s across classes of recreational vehicles —
boats snowmobiles, and all-terrain vehicles. Current law separates OWI convictions
based on the class of recreational vehicle. Under this bill, beginning in the next fiscal
year, an OWI conviction while operating any recreational vehicle will count towards the
total number of recreation vehicle OWIs to be considered by the courts during
sentencing.

In addition, this bill raises the portion of out-of-state snowmobile permit fees that will be
allocated to develop and maintain snowmobile trails. This will encourage increased frail
use and promote tourism and job creation across the state.

Not only is it important to train and educate recreational vehicle users in the safe
operation of the equipment, it is equally as important, as you will hear from others, to
organize law enforcement strategies to correct what appears to be an increasing problem
of operating recreational vehicles while intoxicated.

Attached is a summary of the all of the points of the bill. Ihope you will agree that AB
841 is good public policy and recommend it for passage. ‘
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PENALTIES:
Absolute Sobriety Violation - $50 forfeiture.

Operate a Rec. Vehicle with Suspended Rec. Vehicle Operating Privileges- $50 -
$250 forfeiture. 0-6 month suspension of rec. vehicle privileges.

Operate a Rec. Vehicle with Suspended Motor Vehicle Privileges (OWI Related) -
$150 - $300 forfeiture, 0-6 month suspension of rec. vehicle privileges.

OWI — 1% - $400-$550 forfeiture. Suspend all rec. vehicle operating privileges for 12-16
months. Mandatory completion of a safety education course.

OWI - 2™- $300-$1100 fine. Five days — 1 year injail. Suspend all rec. vehicle
operating privileges for 12-16 months. Revoke motor vehicle privileges for 6-12 months.
Mandatory safety education.

OWI — 3" $600-$2000 fine. 30 days — 1 year in jail. Suspend all rec. vehicle operating
privileges for 12-16 months. Revoke motor vehicle privileges for 6-12 months.
Mandatory safety education.

OWI — 4™ $600-$2000 fine. 60 days — 1 year in jail. Suspend all rec. vehicle operating
privileges for 12-16 months. Revoke motor vehicle privileges for 6-12 months.
Mandatory safety education.

OWI — 5™ and additional - $600 - $2000 fine. 6 months — 1 year in jail. Suspend all
rec. vehicle operating privileges for 12-16 months. Revoke motor vehicle privileges for
6-12 months. Mandatory safety education.

Penalty Enhancer — OWI with Passenger under 16 — all forfeitures, fines and jail time
is doubled.




Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources testimony on
AB 841
L regarding
Intoxicated Operation of ATVs, snowmobiles and motorboats
~ Assembly Public Safety Committee
March 23™ at 1:00 PM
North Hearing Room — 2" Floor North

Position of Department of Natural Resources: In Favor
Testimony by: Gary Eddy, DNR ATV and Snowmobile Administrator

The Department is appearing in support of AB 841 which would increase the penalties
for persons operating an ATV, boat or spowmobile while intoxicated. This bill makes
all the recreational vehicle OWI penalties the same, suspends a person’s privilege to
operate a recreational vehicle and revokes a person’s motor vehicle license in the event
they choose to operate intoxicated twice within a five year period. Furthermore, it
restricts a person that has already lost their driver’s license by driving drunk, from
operating any recreational vehicle.

This bill is the result of a joint effort by ATV, boating and snowmobile organizations
who recognized that our current OW1 penalties were weak and worked hard to come up
with a set of common sense recommendations that would greatly strengthen those laws. i
commend all the citizens involved with that effort.

This bill has a potential to decrease the number of ATV, boating and snowmobile
fatalities in Wisconsin by creating a necessary deterrent that is lacking with our current
OWI] laws. Millions of visitors and residents Tecreate on Wisconsin’s waterways and
trails; careless people that choose to operate while intoxicated, put all these people at risk.
Unfortunately some of these people succeed at killing themselves and others each year.

This bill seeks to provide a safer environment on our trails and waterways by creating
penalties that finally bave some teeth. On behalf of the many families in Wisconsin that
have senselessly lost a Joved one due to intoxicated operation of a recreational vehicle,

I urge you to pass this bill. |
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Wiscansin ATY Assockation, [ns.

Public Hearing
3/23/10

Assembly Committee on Public Safety

Testimony provided by Randy Harden & Rob McConnell (president and vice-president)
of the Wisconsin ATV Association (WATVA)

Chair — Representative Anthony Staskunas
Representatives Bob Ziegelbauer, David Cullen, Jeff Smith, Teresa Berceau, Garey Bies,

Alvin Ott, and Lee Nelson

Re: AB 841 - Relating to intoxicated operation of ATVs, snowmobiles, motorboats and
motor vehicles

Requesting your support for this bill

Thank you for the opportunity to testify and for your consideration to help us
update and improve our state’s record about being serious when it comes to
drinking and driving. Whether on our roadways or the backcountry trails and
waterways; we all know the deadly consequences of impaired driving.

Over the past several years the DNR Bureau of Law Enforcement facilitated a |
series of meetings, pulling together the leaders within the respective recreational %
communities. This group was brought up to speed on the trends that have 1
developed in our state as well as surrounding states, related to recreational |
vehicle use and the OWI issue. It's important that all three Wisconsin programs
take a course of action that protects the well being and safety of the families who
participate in each of the three sports.

* Wisconsin ATV. Association In¢, *~ Sheboygan; WL5308L - . " o
723321 Behrens Parkway - www.watva.org | info@watva.org




The
Wisconsin ATV Association, inc.

It became clear to me the way to fight the OWI battle is on a more unified front
that involves Wisconsin’s three most popular motorized activities. The crossover
among participants in all three venues is why this bill makes sense.

When | was first asked how our members stood on this legislative concept, | was
uncertain myself. We also wanted to know what the general ATV public thought
about it. To gauge accurate answers we compiled a memo that summarized the
ideas and sent them to our clubs and posted on our web site. We asked those in
our e-mail network to send the document to their friends and family.

In April of 2009 we held 2 panel workshops on this topic, inviting key
representatives from the group that had worked together in bringing this package
forward. After much discussion and overview by the panel fielding questions from
the membership a ballot vote was taken. Ninety two percent (92%) of the
members voting agreed that the current penalties affecting ATV riders who
choose to operate while intoxicated are not strong enough!

Next we paired down the next vote between two different options. Option number
one was to tie in recreational vehicle OWI to a person’s driver’s license on the
second offense. 64% favored this approach.

Option number two tied all three recreations together that would suspend those
types of driving privileges but would not be tied to a person’s drivers license. The
remaining 36% favored going in that direction.

Continued safety and alcoho! awareness education, along with public outreach
remains important to battle this growing trend. Equally important is coordinating
law enforcement strategies to get ahead of this problem.

Our organization strongly favors this bill and requests your support.

Thank you again for this opportunity to help us manage this recreational sport |
and industry for the betterment of Wisconsin. ‘

: -‘-_:' -:_ - e _ - R LR Wlsconsm ATV Assoc1at|0n Inc - "Shehnvgan, WI 53081 X
: - L e : L3321 Behrens Parkway yww.watva, org | mfonatva org -
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Wisconsin ATV Association,
Inc. (WATVA)

3321 Behrens Parkway

Sheboygan, WI 53081

Phone (920} 694-0583
www.watva.org

Governor Jim Doyle
P.O. Box 7863
Madison, Wi 53707

Secretary Matt Frank
Dept. of Natural Resources
P.0. Box 7921

Madison, Wi 53707
July 13, 2009

Re: Support for stronger OWI penalties on Wisconsin trails & waterways
Dear Governor Doyle and Secretary Frank:

The Wisconsin ATV Association (WATVA) is comprised of ATV enthusiasts who promote
responsible use and enjoyment of our outdoor sport. One of our primary goals is to
promote the image of off-highway vehicle recreation as family oriented, which
includes our highest efforts toward safety and community ethics. Furthermore our best
efforts are to ensure behaviors of ATV riders who demonstrate respect for other trail users
while understanding common industry safety issues that affect themselves and others.

In recent years the increase in the number of snowmobile fatalities has been
correlated with increased OW! use. The trend indicates increasing problems and
numbers of deaths with this lethal mixture of drinking and driving recreational
vehicles, just as it does in automobiles on our roadways.

Certainly there is a crossover between the owners and riders of snowmobiles, ATVs and
motorized boating here in Wisconsin. OWI use, whether riding on our ATV trail systems,
on snow trails or on state waterways, is of the highest concern to our organization
as I'm sure it is to both of you.

The DNR Bureau of Law Enforcement is to be commended for facilitating a series of
meetings between representatives from the Governor’s Snowmaobile Council, the
Governor’s State Trails Council, the Association of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs, the
Off Road Vehicle Council, the Wisconsin ATV Association and Department of
Transportation. These setting also included invitations and participation from various
boating and lake groups, along with various DNR staff that is knowledgeable about the
three different registration programs.

Continued safety and alcohol awareness education, along with public outreach to the
various motorized cutdoor recreational enthusiasts, remains important to battle this
growing trend. Equaily important is coordinating law enforcement strategies to get a
handle on and ahead of this problem.

Page 1
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Wisconsin ATV Association,
inc. (WATVA)

3321 Behrens Parkway

Sheboygan, WI 53081

Phone (920) 694-0583
www._watva.org

During our meetings we discussed how our three different recreational vehicle
programs are trying to address this situation individually. it became apparent a unified
front is needed, working as one larger entity with a more proactive mindset. This group
came up with an action plan that needs your input and ultimately your support if we
ali agree something needs to done to protect our three recreational programs and our
various constituencies.

The Wisconsin ATV Association took this approach to our full membership this past April
at our annual workshops & meeting. After much debate and discussion provided by a
panel workshop on this topic, a ballot vote was taken. Ninety two percent (92%) of the
members voting agreed that the current penalties affecting ATV riders who choose to
operate while intoxicated (OWI) are not strong enoughl

The following increased penalties were the ones our organization voted to endorse:

1} Tie all three recreational vehicles OWI violations together. In other
words if a person has an OWI while operating their boat, it has a
negative impact on their ability to legally operate an ATV or snowmobile.

2) If convicted of OWI, suspend all three recreational vehicle operating
privileges for a period of time (to be determined).

3) Unify all monetary penalties for OWI to the highest current penalty
(they are all different at this time).

4) Tie-in with a person’s automobile driver’s license on the second
offense.

The Wisconsin ATV Association (WATVA) requests your help. We encourage and
request your assistance to recruit willing lawmaker’s to introduce a legislative initiative
in this direction. Because this effort applies to other programs beyond ATV, your clout
and support would be of paramount importance,

Thank you in advance for your leadership to help us protect and improve our 3 recreational
programs that are so important to Wisconsin'’s citizens and our tourism economy.

Best Regards,

. ':A ‘:’ o .
(, (';.gaw‘:-"i' /%;,;{,‘ﬁv"r
7

i

President
4 g e frr: ,.)j
i: ;..Adimf' ' /v;} ‘o ’Li;m,ﬂ./

Vice-President
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State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
101 S. Webster St.

Jim Doyle, Governor Box 7921
Matthew J. Frank, Secretary Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7921
WISCONSIN Telephone 608-266-2621

FAX 608-267-3579
TTY Access via relay - 711

DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES

October 1, 2009 #5308

Randy Harden, President

Robert McConnell, Vice President
Wisconsin ATV Association, Inc.
3321 Behrens Parkway
Sheboygan, W1 53081

Dear Mr. Harden and Mr, McConnell:

Thank you for writing to me about proposed legislation on operating while intoxicated (OWI) penalties for
snowmobiles, ATVs, boats and other motorized recreational vehicles. I appreciate the opportunity to respond.

My staff and I share your concern about injuries and deaths caused by driving recreational vehicles while
intoxicated. I applaud your initiative to evaluate possible options, develop consensus, and propose new OWI
legislation.

I encourage you to express your views to and work directly with your legislators. We are working to garner
legislative support. If you would like an update on the status of your proposals, please feel free to call Paul
Heinen, DNR Legislative Liaison, at 608.266.2120 or email him at Paul. Heinen@wisconsin.gov. Again, thanks
for your interest and proactive work on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Matt Frank
Secretary

cc: Governor Jim Doyle
Paul Heinen

dnr.wi.gov |
wisconsin.gov Printed. on
Recycled

Paper




Randy Harden, Chair

4422 North 50" Street
Sheboygan, Wi 53083

(920) 694-0583 (W)
randy.harden@nchvis.com
Representing Off-Road Vehicles

Ken L. Carpenter, Vice Chair
N3255 County Road A

Fort Atkinson, W1 53538-2151
(608) 242-8665 (w)

(608) 576-4104 {h)
witralls@yahoo.com
Representing Equestrians

Robble Webber, Secretary
2613 Stevens Street
Madison, Wi 53705

{(608) 233-1380 (h)
rabbie@robbiewebber.org
Representing Bicycling

Thomas Huber

Wis. DOT, Rm. 901

P.C. Box 7913

Madison, W1 53703-7913
{608) 267-7757 {(w)

(608) 231-3138 (h)
thomas.huber@wisconsin.gov
Representing Depariment of
Transportation

James Joque

1416 Lakehurst Drive
Mosinee, W1 54455
(715) 346-3365 (w)
(715) 212-4901 (h)
jioque@uwsp.edu
Representing Disabled

Mike McFadzen

N5548 Kathryn Drive

Plymouth, Wl 53073

(020) 457-4461 ext. 1351 (w)

(920) 892-6271 (h)
mcfadzen@msn.com

Representing Cross-Country Skiing

David W. Phillips

30 Southwick Circle

Madison, Wi 53717

(608) 833-5467 (h)
maddavie@earthlink.net
Representing Hiking/lce Age Tralil

Thomas ). Tharnton
22315 Sunset Acres Lane
Grand View, Wi 54838
(715) 763-3418 (w)

(715) 763-3377 (h)
ri-county@chegnet.net
Representing Snowmobiling

State of Wisconsin
GOVERNOR'’S STATE TRAILS COUNCIL

October 1, 2009

Governor James Doyle
P.O. Box 7863
Madison, Wisconsin 53707

Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources
Secretary Matt Frank

101 S. Webster Street

P.O. Box 7921

Madison, W 53707

Dear Governor Doyle and Secretary Frank:

At the April 28, 2009 meeting of the Governor's State Trails Council, the problem
of operating motorized recreational vehicles while intoxicated was discussed. A
report by the snowmobile representative, Tom Thornton, detailed the alarming
increase in vehicle crashes involving intoxicated snowmobile operators. Injuries
and deaths in Wisconsin snowmobile crashes far exceed those in Michigan and
Minnesota even though the seasons are longer and there are greater numbers of
snowmobile riders in those states. Those staies saw a dramatic decrease in
injuries and deaths when OWI penaities were increased for operators of
recreational vehicles.

The members of the Council believe that the difference in the injury and death
statistics between Wisconsin and surrounding states is that OW1 penalties in
Wisconsin are foo weak and ineffective. Consequently, the Governor's State
Trails Council recommends that the following penalties be included in the
statutes for operating motor vehicles while intoxicated:

« A second conviction for operating a recreational vehicle while intoxicated
within a five year period would be applied to the operator's automobile
driver’s license.

e If the automobile driver's license of an operator of a recreational vehicle
is currently suspended, a conviction for operating a recreational vehicle
while intoxicated will count as a second conviction against the operator's
autormnobile driving privileges.

e OWI penalties would be applied equally to operators of snowmobiles,
motorboats and all off highway motorized vehicles.

Similar recommendations are being considered by the following organizations:

Wisconsin Snowmobile Recreation Council,
Association of Wisconsin Snowmobiie Clubs
Wisconsin ATV Association

Off Road Vehicle Council

Wisconsin Lakes Association

&

Printed on
Recycled
Paper




The Governor's State Trails Council urges you to promote and support legislation to reduce recreational
vehicle fatalities and injuries. The Council believes that the changes that we recommend will accomplish
this end and that motorized recreational sports will again be something that families can enjoy together.

Sincerely,

Members of the Governor's State Trails Council



State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

. 101 S. Webhster St.
Jim Doyle, Governor Box 7921

Matthew J. Frank, Secretary Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7921
Telephone 608-266-2621

FAX 608-267-3579

TTY Access via relay - 711

WISCONSIN
DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES

i November 2, 2009 #5592

Randy Harden, Chair
Governor’s State Trails Council
4422 North 50" Street
Sheboygan, WI 53083

Dear Mr. Harden:

Thank you and the other members of the Governor’s State Trails Council for writing to me about proposed
legislation on operating while intoxicated (OWI) penalties for snowmobiles, ATV, boats and other motorized
recreational vehicles. I appreciate the opportunity to respond.

My staff and I share your concern about injuries and deaths caused by driving recreational vehicles while
intoxicated. Wisconsin’s higher injury and death rates compared to neighboring states are troubling, I applaud
your initiative to work with other recreational vehicle groups to develop and propose new OWI legislation.

I encourage you to express your views to and work directly with your legislators. As representatives of all trail
users in Wisconsin, your views are highly valued. If you would like an update on the status of your proposals,
please feel free to call Paul Heinen, DNR Legislative Liaison, at 608.266.2120 or email him at

Paul. Heinen(@wisconsin.gov. Again, thanks for your interest and proactive work on this important issue.

Sincerely,

/ﬂ?‘//wf—%

Matt Frank
Secretary

cc: Governor Jim Doyle
Paul Heinen

dnr.wi.gov Q

wisconsin.gov Recytian
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Assembly Bill 841
Testimony ..... March 23, 2010
Richard {Rick) Steimel

Presented to the honorable members of the
Assembly Committee on Public Safety

OPENING:

Thank you to the Authors and Co-sponsors.

AB841 is a safety bill that addresses OWI violations with stronger penaities for persons
operating motorized transportation.

PROFILE:

Although | am a present member of Wisconsin's Snowmobite Recreation Councit and past
member of numerous snowmobile organizations at all ievels in Wisconsin, | appear today as a citizen
snowmobiler, in strong support of AB841.

My service on the SRC goes back 13 years, with 12 of those where | served as chair for the
law enforcement committee.

| have prepared snowmobile fatality statistics for about the past 26 years, and also served on
the WDNR Ad Hoc committee that met on 9/11/08, 1/13/09, and 4/7/09 to explore the support for
stronger OWI laws among user groups representing ATV’s, boating, and Snowmobiling. This
committee found sirong support for what is now AB841 before us.

| appear as a snowmobiler for 46 years, having just ridden 4,963 miles during the 2009-2010
season, and as an active volunteer who has been talking to landowners and putting in trails for about
the last 35 years.

HISTORY:

Wisconsin's first snowmobile laws passed in 1971, and have always contained language that
prohibits snowmobilers from operating while impaired.

During the winter of 1999-2000, Wisconsin's snowmobile death rate shot up to 39. On
1/31/2000 the governor directed the SRC to address safety measures to reduce accidents, injuries,
and deaths. At that time the SRC and |.E Committee began iooking for options, and legisiation was
eventually started, and included OWI initiatives, but the legisiation died out.

A legislative committee was also established and presented their recommendations. included
in those recommendations was unification of OWI violations and penalties among recreational vehicle
users.

Since that time (2000), the SRC and LE Committee have been working to come up with
something that would be supportive and meaningful, and foliowing the recommendations of the
WDNR Ad Hoc committee meetings in 2009, AB841 eventually emerged.

DISCUSSION & SUMMARY OF BILL:

The SRC reflects in its minutes which are open to the public {(7/20/09 meeting in Portage), a
vote showing majority support and to proceed for legislation with the stronger OWI penailties, including
a DL tie-in upon a second conviction of operating a recreational vehicle while impaired.

The bill is hoped to work simitar to what Michigan and Minnesota presently have, which began
a downward trend in snowmobile fatalities since being enacted in the late 1990’s.

The bill does not change the current 0.080 BAC, and does not require an appropriation
increase for more law enforcement; it merely strengthens and unifies the penalties for OWI violations,
and also provides for a DL tie-in upon a second conviction of OWI on a recreationat vehicle. The DL
tie-in will be the single most deterrent to persons who might otherwise choose to operate while
impaired.

CLOSING: :

Wisconsin needs AB841, as it will provide more safety to persons operating any type of
motorized travel on any highway, waterway, or trail that is open to the public—safety from having to
share their travel with alcoholic impaired operators.



Assembly Committee on Public Safety
March 23, 2010

Assembily Bill 841
Presented to the honorable members of the
Committee of Public Safety in the Assembly

Thank You to the committee for the opportunity to testify on the Assembly Bili 841

My name is Charles Griffith ,currently | am the Vice President of Safe and Sober : Wisconsin
Snowmobilers United
Our group is made up of different people from all walks of life and backgrounds,and our altimate
goal is to make
the sport of atv-ing ,boating and snowmobiling safer for other generations to come.

| have been involved in snowmobiling for almost thirty years,and | have seen alot of changes to
snowmohbiling.
Last year(08-09 season) a friend of mine lost two members of his family both were (26 yrs old) to
a impaired snowmobiler. His family was devastated.
This past season{09-10) another friend of mine lost his niece (17 yrs oid) to a freak accident
where the operator was aiso impaired,
this time by drugs.There is alot of bad feelings for snowmobilers from these families.
These two incidents were a personal eye opener for me || had to do something. This was my
wake up call, | started reaching

Right now "WE" the public and all of the end user group, have a great opportunity to make this a
reality . Our state
unfortunately has no laws on the books to do what this bill is proposing to do. With the vast trails
and lakes in Wisconsin
we are a motorsports enthusiast's playground.

Our neighbors to the East and West ( Michigan and Minnesota ) have laws like the bilt that is
being presented today. With these laws
these states have seen a reduction in alcohol related deaths. Plain and simple " Drunk driving is
drunk driving , it doesn't matter what you are operating.”
Since these states have introduced this legistation , they have seen the number of alcohol refated
deaths on atv's ,boat's and
snowmobiles drop dramatically. The fines were increased ,along with penalties and this really
makes a person stop and think before they operate
one of these types of recreational machines while under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

With all this being said, one question still remains in my mind. Why doesn't Wisconsin have this
type of legislation / laws in place 777
AT.V. clubs are in support of this ,boaters | have talked to also support this , but what about
snowmobilers 77
Safe and Sober : Wisconsin Snowmobilers United supports this.
What about the AWSC ( Association of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs)? Since the early nineteen
ninties they have talked about it .
But even now in 2010 nothing has still not been done yet. If they have the
best interests of snowmobilers in mind then why haven't they ( AWSC ) proposed legislation that
would
help address this core problem that has plaged snowmobiling for so long.
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Theprecaﬂous blend of

alcohol and snowmobiles

twas a friend who talked Edward Thorne into taking an after- dm k
snowmobile ride in the winter of 2000 T hey were on a trip near
L:Marquette, Michigan,
While on the ride, Thorne notived fresh tracks that veered off the
tr .nl to a railroad grade — which was also marked for no trespassing.
“Me being a dad, a busband and having kids around, 1 just had that
5ut feeling — the one vou get when one of your Kids is hurt,” he said.
He parked his S]'IO\VID.(.)L)IIL. jumped on the back with his friend, and
followed the tracks towhat he described as ahorrific crash.” A 21-year-
old snowmobiler hadhit a cable.
e came upon his buddy, who was trying o do what he could,”
Thorne said. " He was nearly cutin two. But bdure Teven golup to them,
I cold smiell the alx.ohol
“The LL'I]U.]['L of alcohol use and snow mobiles has come under cheut
pub]u scrutiny, with the high-profile dr.ath ‘of Chicago newscaster
Randy Saletnio in northern Wisconsindn Tanuary 2008, He wasn't the
onJy iatal:ly in Wisconsin Jase winter — and not the only: aleohol-relat-
25 people ched on Wlsconbm tralls,




On that night in Michigan, something snapped
with Thorne. “I was on vacation. I was going to
take two weeks to ride and have fun. It was
something Pd been doing for 14 years,” he said.
“I said, “That’s it. Sométhing has to be done
about drinking and riding™

Thorne, of Kimberly, Wisconsin, founded
an organization called Snowmobilers Against
Drunk Riders (SADR). When his seasonal
employment ends each fall, he devotes his time
to raising awareness of the consequences of
alcohol intoxication and snowmobiling. He's

had varying success with his goals. He's been
able to catch the attention of some Wisconsin
lawmakers when lobbying for stricter intoxicat-
ed snowmobiler legislation; he's met with resist-
ance when posting “don’t drink and ride” infor-
mation at bars.

] want there to be a logo at establishments,
something that reminds snowmobilers that
they don’t have to get harmmered up to have
fun.” Thomme said. “I ride fast, I ride hard, but
when I have a drink, I park my sled and I'm
done for the day”

Done For
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The Day

Directors from the
Michigan Snowmobile
Association (MSA) were
on a group ride in 2000,
They stopped at a bar to
get some food, and a few

members ordered a beer.
“There were 12 or 15
of us, and maybe two

Yamzha, $ki Doa}

said, ‘Look, there’s a group of MSA officers
and they’re all drinking’ At that point, we knew
that, as an association, we'd have to take the
higher road. I dor’t think it's wraong to have a
beer and a burger; it’s the image it presents. We
can dance around the subject all we want, we
can say ‘know when to say when’ or other cam-
paigns, but bottom lige is that there is only
one safe stance to take”

MSA adopted a sixict policy of zero-tolerance
during any association ride. It also asked its
membership to do the same in their personal:
snowmobile activities by taking a zero-tolerance
pledge while riding. More than 15,000 snowmo-
bilers returned a “pledge” postcard to the MSA.
office that season, and received a special stick-
er and Iuggage tag in return. The following
season, MSA had 100,000 stickers and tags
printed. “We had to re-order five years later,
Manson said. MSA also added increased alco-
hol awareness education to its youth safety
training, did a billboard campaign and spon-
sored zero-tolerance poker runs — all were
deemed successful.

beer Lottles om the table” The program’s biggest success is with public
" sunxd p,sﬂp; - said Bill Manson, execu-  perception. “Our negative press has gone down
tive director of MSA.  over the years because of zera tolerance,” Man-
“Someone walkedbyand  son said. When members of the media call for

36 / SNOwW GOER / DECEMBER 2008

LEGAL OVERVIEW

MINNESOTA: .05 BA ations tie into driver's license, Potential cherge of
a misdemeanor, gross misdemeanar or felony-level Oriving While Intaxi ted
(DWH. Misdemeanor penzaly may include up to & §1.000 fing, possible jail sen-
tence and lass of sniowmobile aperating privileges for one year. Grass misdereanar
charges apply for . 20-or-higer BAC end includes up to £3,0001n fires. loss of matar

vehicle criver's license end loss of license plates, obiles are subject Lo ssizu

. MICHIGAN: BAC of .08 pertert, violations tig inta driver's license, up ta &

painte.
WISCONSIN: BAC of .08 percent; fine of $827 for first offensa. A secand afiense
within five years is a criminal offense with jaif time. Snowmabiles cannot be
seized by arresting wardens.
ONTARIQ: BAC of .08: aperating & sn
is & criminal offense
as 'dri‘-.'ing a car, wit
and a 600 fine for 2 first offense.
NEW YORK: 34C of .08 percent: court c
suspend riding priviieges and registration A ridar
who refuses a bresth test receives & suspansian of
the privilege to operate & snowmobite, peading 2
OV hearing.
NEW HAMPSHIRE: 8AC of .08 per
mobiling
mslvdes fines up to $1.200 &nd loss of snow
aperst minimurm of 80 d
mex.imum of 160 days for the first offense. Non-res-
idents may lose riging privilegas at home dug [o rec
iprocity agreements. Sobriety checkponts sre legal.

nobile under the influence of alcahal

and carries the s& alties

may inchude license suspension

ile intoxicated is & criminal o

n privilege for &




-an MSA comment o alcohol-related accidents,
Manson points to the zero-tolerance stance.

The stance wasn't without sorne cost. The
organization lost some members, and enforc-
ing zero-tolerance on rides wasn't always easy,
even among the board members. Manson
recalled telling a long-time board member that
if he ordered a beer, he'd have to sit at a sepa-
rate table, ride home by himself and remove
himself from the board.

About the same time, MSA pushed for leg-
islation to link alcohol-related snowmobile
offenses to a driver’s motor vehicle license
points. Minnesota has a similar law; Wiscomnsin
and New York do not.

Fatality data before and after the zero-toler-
ance program is not conclusive to its effective-
ness. In the 2006-07 season, 67 percent of fatal
snowmabile accidents in Michigan involved
alcohol; in 2007-08, it was 38 percent. In the
past 10 years, however, there’s been a general
decline in overall fatal accidents. The season
with the most fatalities (46 in 2002-03} had a
lower-than-average percentage of alcohal
involvement — 45 percent.

Michigan isr't the only place snowmobilers
hear a strong zero-tolerasice message. The four
snowmobile manufacturers adopted a“drinking

and snowmobiling don’t mix” policy in 1995; the
Canadian Council of Snowmeobile Organiza-
tions works with MADD Canada to promote
zero-tolerance throughout the country. The
American Council of Snowmobile Organiza-
tions has a voluntary zero-tolerance program for
its mermber states. The International Association
of Snowmobile Administrators, made up of state
and provincial trail administrators, is working on
its own zero-tolerance campaign.

At the International Snowrmobile Congress
in 2002, snowmobile state and provincial asso-
ciations adopted MSA’s zero-tolerance pro-
gram, which includes the ditty, “Zero toler-
ance | say ’dil I'm done for the day” Despite
strong initial support for the zero-tolerance
message, Manson said many states have gone
back to a “drink in moderation” stance.

“One part of the public is 100 percent for
[zero-tolerance], the other part of public says
that they don’t think there’s anything wrong
with stopping for a burger and an alcoholic
beverage at lunch,” said Gary Eddy, for the Wis-
consin Bureau of Law Enforcement in the
Department of Natural Resources. “I think
they're missing what the zero-tolerance message
means. [(’s the best policy to guarantee your
safety and the safety of others. I dor’t think any-

one can argue that it isn’t the best policy”

On The Trail

‘When the phone rings in the middle of a win-
ter night, Jim Jung keows it’s going to be bad
news. As a conservation warden for the Wiscon-
sin Department of Natural Resources in south-
ern Oneida County and an expert in snowmo-
bile accident reconstruction, he’s typically one
of the first peaple on the scene of a fatal crash.

Te describes gory accidents in a matter-of-fact
mannet, such as the rider who hit a lake embank-
ment too hard, lost control, launched through
a basement door and went head-first into a chest
fréezer — helmetless. A game of chicken where
neither backed off. A shallow-water drowning
while pinned under a snowmobile.

Thriow in aggravating factors such as spoity cell
phone service, imprecise location information or
longer response times and ‘accidents can turn
into desperate situations. In his experience, near-
ly 80 percent of snowmobile fatalities involve
alcohol; speed is also a contributing factor.

The ones that get him, though, are the young
fathers. “I had a fatal where the wife was preg-
nant with her third child, and the other two
were under age seven,” he said. “She called me
a day or two after the accident, wondering how

If you bove race styling but require fully insutated outerwear, look no further than Comp3.
120 Holofill™ insulation, hand-warmer packets, and full length leg zippers mahe this the
perfect setup for the race-iaspired snowmobiler. The Comp3 comes in five colars to match q
your styfing neads. See your local Arctiva dealer today. e
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much he'd had to drink. I just thought, Man,
that’s got to be a terrible thing for her to go
through’ A lot of people don’t think of the
long-term consequences.”

Jungs territory, which includes Rhinelander,
is a popular snowmobile area with some of
the highest rates of snowmobile fatalities. He’s
worked there for 16 years, and knows exactly
when snowmobiling shifts from a fun activity
{daylight hours to early dusk} to a potentially
dangerous game (after 9 p.m. on a weekend).

While the Wisconsin DNR promotes zero-
tolerance, Jung’s not against snowimobilers hav-
ing a drink or having fun, “I think a lot of us in
the field realize that people are up here recre-
ating, they’re going to go to dinner and havea
drink or two,” he said. “Responsibility is what
I’'m looking for.”

Jung'’s job tsn't limited to accident duty; it’s
also his job to hand out penalties— including
citations for intoxicated snowmobiling,

While drunken snowmobilers come in all
genders and ages, Jung said he sees the most vio-
lations from white males between the ages of 25
and 39. Eddy’s statistics add that 46 percent of
people arrested for intoxicated snowmobiling
also have a similar violation on another motor
vehicle. Minnesota statistics also confirm a pat-
tern of habitual, midti-vehicle offenders.

In Wisconsin, as well as Minnesota, snowmo-

le sobriety checkpoints are not allowed.
Jng looks for other reasons to stop snow-
tnobiles — speeding, stop-sign violations,
§ illegal lights —and then checks for alecohol.
Tung always asks how many miles the
} rider has driven. He calls the high-mileage
4. driver “active and hardcore” and less like-
L\'?,ly to drink. “If they’ve been out all day and
have only gone 40 to 60 miles, and now it’s
2:30 in the morning, you know what they've
been doing,” he said.

The state of Wisconsin is fully staffed
with 170 field wardens, and includes a spe-
cially trained snowmobile accident reduc-
tion team that travels to snowmobile areas
during high-traffic events, as the budget
- . allows. The visibility isr’t enough for Eddy’s
tastes, and he relies on local sheriff patrols
to pitch in.

The enforcement budget is set in
advance, and Eddy hopes each year that it
ill last for the entire season. In the 2007-
§ season, the enforcement budget dried up
about a month before the end of the season.
Eddy said he has, in work hours, the equiv-
alent of nine full-time snowmobile patrol
jobs; he did an analysis a few years ago that
indicated the demand required the equivalent
of 12 to 14 full-time workers. '

The Business End

Bosacld’s Boat House in Minocqua, Wisconsin,
has one of the must-see bars in Northern Wis-
consin, It’s a beautifully carved, turn-of-the-

- century oak masterpiece in a family-owned

establishment that welcomes boaters in the
summer and snowmebilers in the winter.

INTOXICATING FACTS

Owmer Harlan Bosacki makes it clear that his
business is a supper club — not a bar — and
that its main safes come from food. He said he
doesn't get late-night, barhopping snowmeo-
bilers at his place, though he does serve plen-
ty of snowmobilers. His bartenders all take a
state-required alcohol-awareness course on
how to spot intoxicated patrons.

It only takes a glance at a Wisconsin trail sign
to see which establishments serve alcohol — it’s
indicated with a martini-glass symbol. These
bars, often far removed from the main roads,
count on snowmobilers for wintertime income.

Trails in Wisconsin, as well as in neighbor-
ing states, travel from bar to bar. It’s a vestige
of the early years of trail building, and in many
cases, bar and restaurant owners are active,
supportive meenbers of local snowmobile clubs.

" Bosacki is a good example. He no fonger does

the physical end of trail upkeep, but he donates
to snowmobile causes.

This support is part of the reason the Asso-
ciation of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs
(AWSC) has cried foul to alcohol-free snowmo-
biling, Business owners also balk at the zero-tol-
erance message, instead citing personal choice
and business sense.

Bosacki said claims of Wisconsin bartenders
over-serving patrons, as claimed by mainstream
rriedia, is rubbish. “It’s not a matter of over-serv-
ice. Bveryone has a different tolerance to alco-
hol, and the bartender doesn’t know how much
that person has already smoked, shot or snort-
ed before coming to the bar,” he said. “Then you
serve them one drink and they go out and get
Iilled. Whose fault is it? Nobody up here is
intentionally over-serving anyone. I'll cut off so

» Since the 1997-98 snowmehilz season, there have heen 643 CONVICTIONS for intoxicated

spowmokiling in Minnesata.

» A 10-year study of Manitoba snowmobiling injuries found that 88 PERCENT cf the patients had
consumed alcohal before their injuries: 70 PERGEMNT of the patients had a bload alcohol level

mers than .08 percent.

» Since 2004, the majority of Wiscansin snowmohile fatalities have taken place in bwo counties:

Vilag [20) and Oneida (19).

» [ the 2007-08 season, glcohal was noted in 38 PERGENT of snowmobile fatalities in Michigan;
64 PERCENT in Wisconsin; and 44 PERCENT in Minnesota,

» In a 17-year snowmohile fatality study in Ontario. males accounted for 91.2 PERCENT of the
548 deaths and were a median age of 30 when killed. while females were 24, .
» In that same study, more than three-quarters of ail snowmohile fatalities cccurred in single motor

vehicle collisions end 83.2 PERCENT of snow

single-vehicle caliisions.
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bar owner truly wants to hurt their customers.
‘We want them to come back”

Pete Madland, executive director of the Tav-
ern League of Wisconsin, calls zero-tolerance

programs “draconian.”
“Wewould not agree to a zero-tolerance mes- 87 Wide Low Profiie Siide 1
sage;” he said, “] think a person can go out, have o S o o A
6” Low Profile Slide

a drink and snowmobile responsibly. People
do it every day, and do it responsibly. I guess our
stand is ‘don’t ride drunk’ We don’t support
drunk snowmobiling. We do think its all right
to have a drink and ride a snowmobile, though™

Manson said his feedback from bar owners has
been positive, generally, as they have not seen
decreases in overall revenues. “The bar owners tel

 me that their food bills have stayed the same, but
that revenue from beer and wine is down during
the day” he said. “But they also say they make
mote on pop, hot chocolate and coffee.”

Larry Sevenski, owner of Larry’s Seven-Ski
Inn in Elmira, Michigan, said he’s seen a change
in clientele habits. Liquor and beer sales are
down; food and non-alcoholic beverage sales

“are up. It used to be that two-thirds of patrons
would order alcohol; now it’s at about a third.
Margins on alcohol versus non-alcohol drinks 4 ;
are about the same, be said. fiipad L ! g o i 7 f1F Oy o |

still he doeso’t agree with a zero-tolerance o : : :
message. “Why are snowmobilers singled out
more than driving a car or a boat?” he said.
“Having one or two drinks is not drunk driving.”

Bosacki said that an all-around zero-toler- .
ance policy would kill alcohol-serving busi-
pesses. “You should be able to have a couple of
cocktails, go out and have some fun,” he said.

That said, he has litde patience for drunken
snowmobiling, particularly with high-horse-
power sleds. He said he'd support linking intox-
icated snowmaobiling offenses to a person’s
driving license. “Alcohol, drugs and speed is
what's killing people on the trails,” he said.

That type of law may not be far off in Wis-
consin’s future. Such a law failed in 2000, but
Eddy said it might come up again. “It would be
an added deterrent, and we do have reciproc-
ity with other states” he said, adding that i
people need their motor vehicles, they'll start

» ¥ choice of shovmebiles

= Does not create an obsiruction oq fraller
« plows for loading different width sleds
« Can fumn skis out of aur low profile without [fting sied
o Couniersik screw slots help prevent buckling

Slide Guides, Inc.

Ph: 920-733-2256
\ yisi g-zoffstides.com lor a dealer near you
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making the right choices.
" “This would be a good way to increase safe- _ . T ' ' o
enjoyment” Bddy said. “We will s - : T The Simmons Gen 2 Fle'x.i‘-Sini Iulu::s U_ll the:
tyefnd } yment, Ys e will start b+ great qualitics of the origioal Flexi-Ski and.|
seeing an increase of families out there snow- ‘ ) o -+ mognifies them, At 107 vcross, the Gen 2 iy
obiling. Every season, we th the greatest mountdin ski ever— excelling in
m ,ﬂln.g ry ¢ » we hear that people %, ; . incredible stability, Hlotation and maneuver-
wor't ride at night or on weekends because by, T 4+ obility.in deep snow, The skis flex to absorb
drunks and crazies are on the trail. It's a terri- . o« bumps, resulting in added suspension to your
: " _sled.’ Unsurpussed technology, Snowmobiling:
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The Painful Facts ...
the Ultimate Price Paid

by Lauren Zener Builis

received my copy of the November issue of Wisconsin Snowmobile News and was flip-
¥ ping through it when I came across the editor’s article Painful Facis. 1 then flipped o
5% page 12 — Real People, Real Lives — and there in black and white was the summary of
my dad's death. My dad, Craig Zener, was the first fatality of the 2005-06 season. I've seen
these Lype of postings in different spots and they‘re always very cold and 10 the point; they
never teil the story of who this person was. I wanted the chance to let people know that my
dad was more than just a statistic. He was a husband, a father, a grandfather, and a friend,
and, since his passing, he’s 1eft a hole in the hearts of those who knew him.

My story starts after the accident. [t was 2:34 a.m. when my mom calied 1o tell me my
dad had been in an accident on his sled and he was now at Froedert Hospital. I got up, got
ready, and went to pick up my mor and sister, and the ihree of us drove 1o Mitwaukee.
1 really wasn't concerned because I had known so many different people who went to
Froedert and they all came home; it never once dawned op me that this might be the last
time 1 would see my dad. All I could think was how crabby he was going 1o be when we
gol there, he was the world’s worsi patient. :

We arrived at the hospital and they took us to his room. | remember | could see him before
we entered the room and | asked my sister if she was ready for ihis because he looked so
much worse than | was ready for. We sat by his bedside for a couple hours; we never got to
talk to a doctor. 1 do remember the nurse puiting her hand on my inom’s shoulder and saying,
“It’s going to be a long road with a lot of bumps along the way, but he's going to be ok.” Then
they took him for a CAT scan and that was the last time we saw him.

We waited in the family room to hear the results of the test and 10 see him again. My mom
sent my sisier home becanse we thought everything was going to be ok. They then placed my
mom and I in a private room and the doctor came in to talk (o us. The doctor started going
over the details with us and all I could think was “please don’t say it, please don’t say it,” and
then she did. She looked straight at my morm and said *...and I'm sorry but he died.” We both
said the same things: “are you sure” or “you must have the wrong family.” but they didn'L It’s
a feeling [ can’t put into words and you only know how it feels if you've been through it.

I then realized we still had to el my sister, and my mom insisted or making her come
back to the hospital in case she wanted to see him. i had 1o call my uncle and ask him 10
bring her back to the hospital. He kept asking me what happened and I begged him not 1o -
make me tell him on the phone. [ met my sister at the door and I just remember thinking
how much her life was about to change; ! would have done anything to spare her from
having to go through this. I let my mom tell her alone — I couldn’t bear 1o hear it again
or see the look on her face — and I went and sat with Dad. [t bothered me (o know that he
was all alone; | hated knowing that he died and none of us were there. I must bave sat with
him for an hour before Mom sent for me so we could go home. Leaving him there was the
hardest thing I've ever had 1o do.

A few days later we got the autopsy report back. It was like losing him all over again because
the doctors never even diagnosed his falal injury. The force of the crash tore a hole in his aorta
and he was bleeding out the entire lime we sat there and no one could do anything for him.

We also learned that his blood aleohol was almost three times the legal limit. He and his {riends
rode from bar 10 bar, like so many other riders, never giving a thought 10 the consequences of
drinking and driving a snowmobile. Because of that, our family has paid the uiimaie price.

Since his death a year ago, he's missed so many moments, large and small. He missed
my sister's high school graduation; her first day of college, his grandkids’ birthdays, his
daughters’ birthdays, his 20th wedding anniversary, Christmas, Thanksgiving, and the list
just goes on. He left me when | needed him to fulfill the promise he made 10 me on my
wedding day. He left us all when we needed him the most.

Now 1 don’t have my favorite person to ride snowmobiles with. Hiting the trails with
my dad was my Favorite thing to do with him. Now when [ get on my sled, I can siill see
him o his, | can still hear him laughing with me out on the trails, and | would give any-
thing 1o have just one more ride with him. :

I hope this story will help people realize that there are real consequences Lo drinking and
driving. I hope this will help at least one family from having to go through what our family
has. ! want Aders 1o make decisions to ensure this won’t be their last ride — and they'll get
io come home to their families. O
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SNOWMOBILERS RIDE along the Ashland County Snowmoblle Trail near Marengo.

AP phota by Jeff Peters

Tra,glc trlps often start with a drink

" By Hobert Imrie
Associated Press writer

WAUSAU - Nearly half of the 200

people killed on snowmobiles in
Wisconsin over the last decade were
legally drunk, and all but one-third

had some alcohol in their blood, an

Associated Press review found,

The victims were mostly young
men who_crashed at night against
trees in northern counties while rid-
ing snowmobiles gs fast as 90 mph
on trails and lakes with no speed
limits and few traffic cops.

Nine of the drunken snowmobil-
ers killed were too young to legally
drink, including two teens on a night
of what’s common to the sport tav-

ern-hopping, & way to be sociable-

and warm ap.

. Near where 4b-year-old William
Miraglia died, officers found a near-

ly empty 200-milliliter bottle of

Windsor Canadian whiskey, The

" laborer from rural Hayward drove

his snowmobile through a stop sign,

into a snowbank, through a picket

fence and into a free m January
1993.

' _.'.:?'By Steve'Wtdeman

B Post—Crescent staff writer L

. The head of an alhance of Out-'»'

_.:iagamle-.;a County ~sngwinobile

- gtill - exist among:a.
;jsnowmobﬂe owihers, -
- - " Robert Grode; president of- th

"f"--'Outagéume County Snowmobile.

_ Alliance,.said he'wholehearted!

: .'j-ibacks a proposal that’would pm- :

He and his passenger 30-year-olcl
Kevin Lindsay, had been drinking at
Drifters Corral until the bar closed

" at 2 a.m. They were the last to Jeave,

a bartender told investigators.

An autopsy showed Miraglia’s
blood-alcoho! level was .31%, triple
the legal limit of .10%, making him
nearly comatose. A 140-pound man

s D

A of snowrﬁobﬂe operatlons o
L iscalled. the % -

_solution beeause the sport of. -
" snowmohiling  is. estimated:. to:
. ‘groups favors'a plan-to’ increase . - generate $188 rmlho iri.revenue: -
- Tuni put more Jaw: enforce- . tid Ge

" ment’ f.ofﬁcers ‘on-state - Snowimog-:

. bile trails, but said problems will -
ity -of .

Homuth;
E;afety femahst

- The propesal

the.DNE,s_snovvmobﬂef -

The $20 two—year reggstrat:on—f;}'

,fee on each..snowmobilé - plus_'
1some gasohne:t'__ : :

has to have elght drmks in one hour
just to reach the falling-down drunk
level of 0.20%.The investigating offi-
cer said Miraglia was driving at a
“high rate of speed.® Lindsay’s
blood-alcohol level was . 187%.
Snowmobllmg and drinking go

Please see MIX, BACK PAGE

.ot
Results from studying
200 fatalities since the
winter of 1986-87:

B~ COUNTIES: Sixty-
one of Wisconsin's 72
counties recorded a
snowmobile fatality.
Vilas County topped
the list with 19 deaths

P SEX: There were
180 males and 20 fe-
mates killed.

P~ AGE: Nine victims
were adolescents,
ages 510 12; 20 were

~ teen-agers; and 91

were in their 20s, -
meaning 60% of the
peocple killed had not
yet reached 30.

B~ ALCOHOL: Alcoh-
olwasfoundin 139
victims, of which 31

were not legally drunk

B PASSENGERS:
Thirteen victims were -
passehgers. - |

» CAUSES: The tof, :
two causes of fatalitie: |
were collisions with
frees, 80, and drown-
ings, 28. Twelve peo-
ple died following a
collision between two
snowmobiles; 12 died
after they collided witt
a vehicle.

P~ DAY: The dead-
liest day was Satur-
day, when 71 were
kilted, or 35% of the
fatalities.

» TIME: The dead-
liest hour of the day
was between 2 a.m.
and 3 a.m., when 34
snowmobilers died, o
17%. The six hours
between. 9 p.m. and
3 a.m. claimed 102
fatalities, or more thar
half of those killed.

Source: Assoclated Press computar
esslstad revisw of state DNR ragord
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hand in hand, almost by design.
The more than 16,000 miles of trails
first established in Wisconsin more
than 20 years ago were created to
link bars, restaurants, gas stations,
motels and even small towns. For
example, a snowmobiler in Wausau
can travel trails north all the way to
Hurley — a 120-mile trip by car.

Snowmobile clubs and taverns
still routinely sponsor what are
called poker runs — a game of driv-
ing from'one tavern fo the next,
picking up playing cards. The best
poker hand wins a prize.

Some of the games last a week-

. end, some a week, some all season.

The object is to get people to spend
money at the taverns.

It is against the law to operate a
snowmohile drunk in Wisconsin,
but there is little enforcement.

Snowmobiling drunk is even
more deadly when combined with
speed. The trails have no speed lim-
its and many snowmobiles can

- reach speeds of 100 mph.

“They think they are Tarzan,”
said snowmobiler Dan Stritzel, 28,
of Whitéwater, during a recent trip
to snow-laden Hurley in northern
Wisconsin. “We have a friend who
is a vegetable because of snowmo-

. biling. and drinking. He “wasn’t
. wearing a helmet.” ™ R

! county coroners shows some clear
., trends: '

Stritzel's riding companion, Artie

Foelker, 29, of Fort Atkinson, said

it's no secret snowmobilers often
drink. “Some guys can hardly walk
when they getonthere.”

The AP’s computer-assisted stu- -

dy of fatal accident reports filed

with the stdte Department of Natu- -

ral Resources by investigating war-
dens, law enforcement officers and

¥ The number of snowmobile

. fatalities has increased with the

P

. were leg
. had a blood-alcohol level of at least
. 10%. '

popularity of the sport over the past
decade: from nine in 198687 to a
range between 20 and 30 over the
past five winters. -

W Of the 200 snowmobilers killed
over the past decade, alcohol was
]igt}ed as a factor in 139 fatalities, or
70%. A

INine%—eight victims, or 49%,

y drunk; meaning they

M Thirty-one victims, or 16%,

* who were not legally drunk had at

]eagg_gggxe alcohol in their bIood.

oWS mix of drinking, snowm’obileg

SNOWMOBILERS GO FOR A RIDE on the Ashland County Snowmobile Trall near Marengo on March
Nearly half of the 200 people killed in 'snowmobile crashes in Wisconsin in the last decade were legally drunk.

Bl Thirty victims, or 15%, had a
blood-alcohol Jevel at least double
the legal limit to drive, including
three who tested three times the le-
gal limit,

W Speed played a role in two-
thirds of all fatal accidents. Of the
138 fatalities in which investigators
determined speeds, about half died
riding snowmobiles traveling be-

_ tween 50 mph and 95 mph.

M Speed combined with alcohol
caused many of the deaths. Of the
fatal accidents involving alcohol,
speed was cited as a factor in 64%.

M Of those victims whose blood-

alcohol level was atleast double the

legal limit to drive, speed was & fac-
torin 70%. '

Like Miraglia, most people with a
blood-alcohol level above 0.255 are
“close to a comatose situation,” ac-
cording to Gregg Miller; coordina-
tor of a University of Wisconsin
program that trains law énforce-
ment and other professionals who
work with drunken -driving pro-
grams. .

The AP review found 10 fatalities

- inthat range.
“We have had them as high as

0.51 and they survived,” said Gary
Homuth, a snowmobile safety spe-
cialist for the DNR.

“If a snowmobiler would travel at
reasonable speeds and have less to
drink, we would save 75% of mis-

haps. We would,” he said. - -

Better enforcement would also
help, but the DNR can't do it with-
out more money, he said.

The state’s 130 DNR wardens
spend a total 10,000 hours each sea-
son on patrols related to snowmo-
biles, which means each warden
spends about three days a winter on
snowmobile patrol. The agency
would like to see that increase to at
least eight, Homuth said.

During the five winters of 1990-
91 through 1994-95, the DNR
issued 969 citations to snowmobil-
ers operating under the influence of

aleohol, an average of 200 a season,-

he said.

Jim Saari, chairman of the Wis-

consin Recreational Snowmobile
Council, an advisory group, said
perhaps 40% of the snowmobilers

out for weekend fun drink some al-.

cohol. .
‘But habits are changing, he said.
“They don’t spend three to four

hours in the bar and have a dozen .

beers.” _

Many people want to portray
drinking and driving as an issue
that is- overpowering the snowmo-
bile - industry. *“That’s not true,”
Saari said.

" There are 190,000 snowmobiles
registered in Wisconsin plus thou-
sands more from Niinois and Michi-
gan that “come to play in Wiscon-

sin,” he said. Most travel at |
1,000 miles a season.

“The number of miles driven
sus the number of fatalities thn
an entirely different light on |
subject,” he said. “We are not .
ing lightly the fact that people
killed on a snowmobile. But
body who thinks we are not g
to have some people killed is
kidding themselves.” -

Jefirey Jorgensen, 18, and
passenger, 19-year-old Vicki ]
Morris, drowned Feb. 9, 1992,
their machine sank in open v
on Lake Nokomis. The blood-
hol level for the Tomahawk i
was two times the legal lim
drive.

The pair had been tavern-
ping that night, having stopped
[east three different bars, and .
illegally served, sald Dave Joi
sen, Jeffrey’s father, who ow
snowmobile dealership in T
hawk. -,

Jorgensen, 47, who bough
first snowmobile in 1969, sait
trails may be linked to tavern
highways are, too. That’s. no
problem, he said. People need
responsible. :

It took almost twe years afte
death of his son before Jorge
could activelyride again. .
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He was just like you
_ I am not a writer. In fact, this is the first time I've written'
anything sincé college. I am, however, a snowmobiler. '
My friends and I are probably just like you. We are all in
our late.20s or early 30s and single white males. We have -
pretty zood jobs; some own their houses, others rent. We -

“ . hunt and fish, watch football and NASCAR, go to bars and -

Gues __t"'editoﬁc'il

“cars'and Sghwartzeneggar movies. We think we can dance, -~
""“But 160k like. Fradkenstein having a seizure when a girl
- drags us onto the floor, We could probably switch places |
. with any of you and fit right into your group. o
. - We have owned sleds from all manufacturers over the :
 years. Our first sleds were junkpiles and we still make fun L
of them. “We work on our own sleds and help each other|
© with theirs. We watch ‘the weather forecasts waiting for, -
-snipw #nd read all of thie snowmobiling magazines drooling
over thié new sléds. W put 500 miles on the truck to put 200"
on the sled. We have all entered comers too fast, and all -,
missed turns at night at one time or another. We laughed at'’

* slow rides that putted along at 15 mph. We rode with the. .~ -

feeling of invincibility that only youth can bring.
- Our youth ended Feb. 14, 2003.
In a small town about ‘10 miles south of Crandon, at 11 o
p.m., my friend, Jim Smolen, lost his Jife. He was only 28. .
- He died withig a half-mile of the cabin, within a half-hour -
~ of unloading the sleds off the trailer. The reconstruction .
" showed that he hit a stump under the snow, was thrown off
and hit a tree. At least he didn’t suffer. :
Excessive speed was believed to bave been involved, even
" though the sled wasn't wrecked. It Jooked like he just ..
stepped off of it. He did have one or two beers, but 1 must
say that I have seen people drink much more — T'm not -
condoning it, but I know you have, too. '
- Jim was riding as long as I can remember, 5-plus years at
_ least; riding the same sled he had for three years. We have
all seen the articles in the papers that give little detail, let-
Hhg s afslime it was an inexperiencéd Tider, totally drunk, -
on a brand flew, huge displacement sled” 77 T
at the newspaper articles did not show is how it affects
everyoue else. They don’t show the indescribable horror of
seeing a close friend lying in the snow bleeding from the
eyes, ears, nose and mouth. They don’t show the blank stare
in his unblinking eyes as you try to remember the CPR you |
learned in high school. They don’t show the panic felt dur- l
ing the longest half-mile you will ever ride back to the
cabin to call 911.

——

~ “church festivals. We have problems with women, like fast i )
' \ am,, when the doctors give
" but sHIf can't bring yourself to hear. They don’t tell the

.. when they do.

.Resources showing up at 8 a.m.

B

* _ The’human _
. have-an accident in a big city, help is only about five min-

. ambulance from

They don’t show the fecling of helplessness as you spend
the longest half-hour of your life waiting for an ambulance.

" They don't tell about men who haven't prayed in years
* droppirg to their"knees and saying a prayer. They don’t
show the feeling of uneasiness as you drive his truck to the

hospital.

-{ They dont showthie cold you feel as you wait until 4:30

you the news you already knew

flood of emotions you feel as you have to call your ﬁénd’s'
parents in the middle of the night to tell them that their son

- Has-died. They don’t mertion that hdne of his friends will |

get any slecp for days. They don’t meftion the nightmares.:
‘about the Department of ; Natural
the next day to fill out
paperwork and make them relive it all again. They don’t tell
about grown men breaking down and crying. They don’t
tell dbout the'longest; quietest drive home ever.

His rocommate is.the one who found him, called his par-
ents. and drove hi§ truck home. He has closed the kitchen
window blinds 50 he doesn’t have to see his truck. He had
to close the kitchen cabinet to keep from seeing his box of
com flakes: He is now afraid of the dark. Our season is
over.

"They don’t tell’

bode{ is so frail, so eastly damaged. If you

utes away. If you have an accident in the north woods help
could be 40 miles away or more. Think about it: That’s like
having an accident in Milwaukee and having to wait for an
Illinois. And then having to go to a hospi-
tal back in Illinois. . .

I am not asking for speed limits, or other restrictions. Just
please, please be careful. Slow down just & little. Skip, that
beer and have a soda instead. Ask yourself if it is worth the
consequences to go flying through the woods. Your friends
will wait for you. Death is forever. Think of all the good
times you would miss: Take a litfle time and look at the
beauty of nature. There are those that no longer can.

We 1aid Jim to rest today. If only one person is affected
by this pointless loss, and a single life is saved, Jim'’s death
would have meaning and all of us could have some closure.

I know you think that this only happens to “the other
guy.” So did we. Just like you.

JUSTIN, DAN, JOE, JIM.G., RANDY AND CRAIG

dam
-~




This winter, Wisconsin snowmobilers
“will find increased enforcement efforts
~and higher penalties for those convict-
2d of operating a snowmobile while in-
toxicated.

" Department of Natural Resources
nowmobile Safety program coordina-
or Gary Homuth explained that the
¥isconsin Legislature approved the
hanges this year after a series of fatal,
cohol-related snowmebiling accidents.

- *"We've historically talked . about
runken ” snowmobilers as
reed.” Last year was one of the worst
rs we’ve seen in terms of alcohol
elated fatal accidents,”” Homuth said.
“Fortunately, we're talking about a
mall minority of people who’ 1l actual-
¥ g0 out, get drunk, and take off on a

..Last “year’s snowmohbile fatality
figures fell just one short of the state
2cord, Homuth said. Of 29 fatal snow-
mobile accident victims, 60 percent had
lood alcohol levels above .10 percent,
¢ legal limit. Seventy percent of those

bol in -their systems.

contmued from page 29 -

shitty. outlook on life.
The symptoms usually disappear with

sleep, or'a toddy for the body after the

tays riding is completed. To eliminate

this condition watch the weather or

iake a phone call to the area you are

planning to ride in. The ice cube effect
orks.

Szpuary 1993

‘a dying -

killed had measurable amounts of alco-

Measu):es approved in the state budget

| s.body to merge with the opti- -
cal nerve and the snowmobiler gets a - -

2 couple of aspirins and a good nights =~

We offer: [ndoor Pool, Whirlpool,'_Sa 1
Jacu22| Swtes All three locations.on's

; 27 “‘American Budge
§ Hurley, Eagle:

bill this vear: dedicated addl
toward: snowmoblhng.enfo
forts and 51gn1flc
penaity for snowm_

patrolé and' eqﬁip
from $125 000. o 200,(}00_ The penaIt’y

bilers targeted
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has been proposed that
EMErgency . medical person
all snowmobiling injurie
be assoc1ated with excess
Hol. Another would allo V.
confxscate snowrmobiles
volved in alcohol related ac
used to flee from law €
officials.

product. We espec:ally er :
plaud the concern of- o
in this responsible effort

Muth pointed out thi
manufacturers and Miller
lief that private-public.
critical to the success of
this andthe involvement ¢
agencies in the snowbelt will

The Responsible Snowmni
gram i$a multi-year el
30 states ‘and all 10 Canadia

STAY IN ANY 'R-!CE LAK

(2 people for the pn
Nov. 15th, 1392 thru Apr]
Just mention that you s
Piease call ahead for acco

Make some memories th

1-800-523-6317 Ext. 188

Fo: Rice Lake Tourisin Information
nck Molei Accommeodations
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Irrespon3|ble snowmobilers will pay

?& During the AWSC Fall Workshop
General Session Ralph Christiansen,
Director D.N.R. Bureau of Enforce-
ment emphasized that snowmobile en-
forcement is going to be a priority item
for D.N.R. wardens this winter, Later
in the day during a workshop program
Gary Homuth, D.N.R. Recreational Ve-
hicle Officer warned the attending
crowd that O.W.1. operation of a snow-
mobile is a major contributing factor in
increased accidents and deaths. The
snowmobiling public had better heed
these warnings or suffer the conse-
quences.

During the past snowmobile season
the news media had plenty reason for
the bashing they gave to snowmobiling
although they did overlook many of the
contributing factors that were obvious.
The snowmobiling public for the most
part are equally upset with reckless
snowmobile operation arid are demand-

ing changes. The legislators too looked
for ways to curb the problem.
Working together the AWSC, Gover-
nor’s Snowmebile Recreation Council,
D.N.R. and legislators-pur-forth addi-
tional incentives thar could greatly im-

prove Wisconsin’s snowmobile trail
safety. Added enforcement and stiffer
penalties should discourage unsafe oper-
ation, More available dollars for trail
maintenance will be an incentive for ad-
ditional grooming and signing.

Clubs qualifying for supplemental
maintenance have been busy widening
trails and improving dangerous corners.
Extensive advertising of responsible al-
cohol consumption coupled with safety
messages is expected to produce favora-
ble results. We have often talked and
wrote about these problems and need-
ed changes.

Finally, we feel the time has come
when all of these efforts will become a
reality. Working together we can then
convince the news media that there are
positive changes worth noting and Wis-
consin’s trails are again a safe place to
enjoy family snowmobiling.

i Editor f

continued from puge §

mended those who made the effort tg
take part in the workshop for their
enthusiasm and dedication for ma-»5
proving the sport of snowmobiling.

Scott Makowski, president of the .
Waukesha County Association, also
s ing regardmg their image which he

. said is being ruined by the few who
“are irresponsible.

thanked those who came and said
Waukesha County was proud to have
hosted the annual Fall Workshop the
past eight years, and added, “We
would like to have you come hack.”

Numbers was the primary topic of _

Harold Butschke, AWSC executive
.. director and membership chairman,
.. who said there are new clubs who
“will be joining AWSC this season.
. Businesslike cards were passed out
~promoting the AWSC inscribed with
‘& simple message saying the best
“way to get someone to join a club --
_i, "¥ou Ask Them,
-ék Operating While Intoxicated is the
=« o, .1 problem associated with show-
obilers, said Ralph Christiansen,
irector for the DNR Bureau of En-
fiwcement. Christiansen said last year
192 snowmobilers were arrested for
W1, and of the near-record of snow-
sobilers killed last winter, the ma-

Becember 1992
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- Jorlty were driving drunk.

Christiansen said more law en-
forecement officials will be ont on the -
trails this season and remindad the
audience of the increase in cost for

the first OWI offense, rising from |

$330 to $573. Christiansen thanked .
snowmobilers for being pro-active and
responsible, but also issued a warn-

Ghrlstlansen  said he believes the
problem of drinking and driving will
get better, and said, “Together we
will make a diﬂ'erence.”

Alcohol abuse was also part of Dale
Vagts' speech. Vagts, an active snow-
mobiler and owner of V&V Insur-
ance Agency, said the biggest nega-
tive the sport of snowmobiling has is
alechol. He commended the AWSC
for their lobbying efforts in drawing
awareness to the alcohol problem
and supporting stiffer OWI penal-

-tles,

Vagts said 80 percent of the insur-
ance claims he handles, relating to
snowmobile damage, are-alcohol re-
lated.

Statz and Executive Secretary Dwk

" Wisconsin Snowmeobile News

Killian commented on the success of
last summer’s International Snow-
mobile Congress. Over 600 people
attended and the finalfigure showed
a $10,000 profit of which $3,000 will
be used for seed money for next year's
ISC at Nova Scotia. Statz thanked
the four snowmobile manufacturers
for their “great support,” and the
many businesses who also contrib-
uted.

With another workshop completed
all we can do now is what Ralph
Christiansen jokingly said about
snowmobilers - ‘a group which ac-
tively wishes for bad weather.’

Happy hohdays and best w1shes
for ‘bad weather.’
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“*Michigan’s Best Kept Secret™
9]
HL{‘S' & Warm, Friendly Hospitality
. B % 500 + miles groomed

BIG SNOW COUNTRY snowmobile frails
Averaging over 1757 /yr.

{ For moreinformation call
l Chamber of Commerce

906-884-4735

% 150 + groomed cross
counfry frails

* Excellent accommodations

i Name
{ Address

! City, State
Mail to: Ontonggon County Chamber of Commerce
Liwsez _ _P.0.Box 266, Ontonagon, Ml49953
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Image needs to
be polished

by Karl Raymond

As this issue of the magazine
reaches you, the '98 Snowmobile
Shows in the Midwest are history;
the trees are free of leaves; the fire-
wood is cut, split and hauled indoors;
the furnace kicks in on a regular
basis; more blankets are on the bed;
the list of outdoor autumn projects is
dwindling; and darkness sets in be-
fore the journey homs from work,

Contrary to what the calendar
indicates, Halloween has always been
my dividing point between the con-
clusion of autumn and the beginning
of winter, For some, the Association
of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubg’
annual Workshop weekend marks
the welcoming of winter. Clearly,
winter is fast approaching, at least
we as snowmaobilers hope it is.

Sinee this column is being written
prior to the AWSC Workshop, I can
only speculate what the governing
body of snowmobilers will be discuss-
ing at the general sessions, the vari-
ous workshops and the ‘directors’
meeting, _

OWI arrest procedures and penal-
ties and safety were part of the agenda,
In the wake of nearly 30 snowmobile
deaths last season in Wisconsin it's

continued on page 9

. NORTHWINDS. -
MOTEL & _RESORT

tocated On The North End of Lake Gogaebic

CATERING TO SNOWMOBILERS & ICE FISHERMEN
SNOWMOBILE TRAIL AT YOUR DOOR
18 Units On Lake Gogebic

. Rec Room  Fireplace Units

CALL FOR THE LATEST TRAIL INFORMATION

(906) 575-3557

VISA, MASTEHCARD AM EXPRESS
& DISCOVER GARD

1 Mile W. of Bergland on M-28

by Kent Lester
Managing Editor SUPERTRAX
International Magazine

The chills are tracing a pattern up and
down my spine as the officer reads the
police report to me. A snowmobiler has
becorme a statistic, and this time, it hap-
pened a little too close to home. I'm
feeling uncomfortable,

Using sterile words Iike ‘‘occur-
rence,”” “incident’ and “*deceased’’ to
explain the pointless snuffing out of a
human life makes me sqirm in my seat,
but I keep listening to what the lawman
has to say. I support it’s partly because
of my own morbid curiosity but most-
ly, my human tendency is to hope that
some mistake has been made and by
identifying it the whole incident will
change the past so it never really hap-
pened, Sort of like pushing the reset but-
ton on a Nintendo.

It soon becomes clear, however, that
no amount of re-telling will change the
fact that a snowmobiler is dead and a
widow is alone and two kids will have
their lives altered irrevocably, forever.
In time the “‘occurrence” will be forgot-

/Zé:/fﬂ'ié er. (772 | [é/ J 5/w»dﬁ7étiz
Guest editorial

Joe just another

er

ten, the “‘deceased” replaced and the
“incident” relegated to the back pages
of some record book on one of the dusty
shelves of our memdry banks.

“Subject was travelling at an estimat-
ed speed of 70 miles per hour when im-
pact occurred.”

There'’s a bad joke told of how *“it’s
never the speed that kills you. . . just the
sudden stop.”’ I'm trying not to think
about this as the facts are being read.
The media will have a ball with this sto-
ry. They’ll make it sound like it was
another one of “*those’’ snowmobilers
travelling at a ridiculous speed on one
of those over-powered ‘‘unsafe
machines.”” They’ll have their say and
no one will stand up to refute it. The
sport’s reputation will take another
sucker punch.

I've gone fast there, too, I know he
couldn’t have been cut of control. There
must be another explanation.

‘*Time of occurrence: approximately
12:40 a.m. Visibility estimated at 30 to
50 feet with heavy snowfall and high
winds.”

continued on page 20

# Ir the heart of Superior snow

country with mere than 200 " Grand Sable Dunes
inches of snowfall per year. % Grand Island

4 Ride more than 250 miles of * Frozen waterfalls
groomed snowmabile trafls L Virgin forests

and hundreds of mtas of
unplowed forest roads,

(906) 387-4864

P.0Q. Box 249, Bergland, Ml 48910

BEST WESTERN
of Munising

MOTEL & RESTAURANT

Located on M-28, 3 Miles East of Munising
sExecutive King Suites
*Sauna
*Whirlpool
sIndoor Pool
sColor Cable TV
*Movie Channels
+Direct Dial Phones
*Full Service Restaurant
#Cocktails’

*Gas & Oil on Premises

sIndoor Repair Facility

oRefrigerators & Mlecrowave
Ovens Available in Some
Rooms

w Bee: Pletured Rocks Lakeshore

g trails start af owr ot doorf

. Write: P.0. Box 310, Munising, MI, 49862

FREE
FULL BREAKFAST |
Choose from our |;
special menu! &

Limit 4 Breakfasts
Per Room

Movember 1992
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& Just Joe

continued from page 5§

It was a snow storm! Why was he go-
ing so fast in a blizzard? Surely no one
in their right mind would ride a snow-
mobile that fast at night, in those con-
ditions.

“ After retrieval of subject’s snowmo-
bile, six empty beer cans were found in
vehicle’s trunk compartment. Autopsy

report reveals that subject’s blood alco-

hol level was 0.18,

So that was it. Nerve endings that
wouldn’t respond quite fast
enough, . .just a millisecond too slow.
The senses just 2 tiny bit fogged at the
most critical moment of his life, Just a
split-instant of hestitation in judgment
making the difference between a living,
breathing, thinking human being with
hopes and dreams and a future and. . .a
corpse, ‘

Some people will say we shouldn’t

b ihanisiie R R e SO R Rk

- Voted #1 NIGHTLIFE

WlSCOﬂSln Where Your Winter Fun Begms 1l

Hur[ey Area
Chamber of Commerce

Highway 51 South « Hurley, W1 54534
For More information call: 715-561-4334

HURLEY,

e
D of Hurley
SNOWMOBH.ERS RATE

Sunday Thiy Thursday Nights
Stnple or Double Qcoupancy - $39.00
REEA R FEEEACRRAETIE
Friday and Salurday Nighis'
§ingte or Doubte Occupancy - $49.00
Special Fales Kot Vaid

12025+ 173 and #12, 13,14

talk about this. That it could hurt the
sport to talk about snowmobilers who
drink and ride. We disagree,

There have been too many long, ardu-
ous hours of work put into this sport by
volunteers whose efforts have been paid
for with blood, sweat and tears to let our
image be destroyed by those who choose
to act irresponsibly. You see, snow-
mobiling is more than just a sport or a
recreation. Snowmobiling requires that
someone has to be strongly committed
to ensure that its participants will have
a place to ride. And as participants,
there’s a very fragile line separating the
image that we are mature, responsible
people and, that one that the observing
public would love to believe, that we are
a bunch of crazed idiots.

Every time there’s a fatality, injury or
accident where excessive alcohol is in-
volved it cruches not only the people
who are directly involved in the trage-
dy, but every person who loves snow-
mobiling and is willing to put the work
into giving it a future.

Want to really imprass vour friends

=" [YUKON INN

this year? It won’t be with stories of
your superior riding skilis or the perfor-
mance of your *93 Snow Bullet, Here’s
how. At your favorite pitstop, when you
know you’ve had enough to
drink. . .and believe me, you'll know,
just say: “NO MORE ”* They’ll be im-
pressed.

And your chances of being another
number will be greatly decreased.

Seeking our help

The Calendar of Events contains a
large assortment of activities through-
out the state, many falling on the same
dates.

With your help we would like to cover
your gvent, especially winter fests and
races. Please send us action photos {no
posed photos please) and a write-up fol-
-lowing your event which might be pub-
lished in the following month's
magazine or used the following season
as a promotional article,

We also encourage sending in color
slides for possible front cover comn-
sideration.

ate i et 3V ae sfe e a¥e a¥e sty
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#1 Hot Spot on Pine Lakej

HWY 51
9 MILES NORTH OF MERCER

‘PREMIUM UNLEADED GAS

FRONTIER BAR ISLAND LAKE INN “FULL BAR 'FIREFLACE

+ 100 deluxe quast reoms

. ‘PIZZA ‘ELECTAONIC GAMES
EE?{) ?g:;fcr%gfffl %g?aiss ,.&% CAMPGROUNDS KEN & ANDY OTTE “CHILI * HOT SANDWIGHES

£ INDBOR AEGREATION GENTER with Soups, Sandwiches “Pizza |,Fy]| Bar sPremium Gas - Oil OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
indoor poat, whirlpoof, saunas, exerose Gasoline *0Qil

715-476-2384 Hosts : Rick & Patti Christianson

equipment

John & Kay Innes -- Props.

Hurley, Wi 53404 (1 18) §51.2030 715-893-2461 Saxon, Wi | Winter: Open 10:00 Daily PHONE 476-2204
St ar-L’ft e V\Jelcome Snowmohbilers A n 4 AMERICAN
Fontecchio's WINDJ MER

-_Goou‘FoudLDrink & Reasonabls Rates
) Hwy 51 8. Hurley

BUDGET

Restaurant & Lounge

Bell Chule¥

715-561-3085 - 715-561-4045 Specializing In Amarican and llalian Cuisina OI"IVII’OI‘I Horse Trail |NN N
Butch & Cathy Brown opg_t&ulgrhs1'§62f’ ;n -’dﬁgos :T::]E:zig, I e L’fiLeilf,{iils (715) 561-3500
THINK SNOW! o Town & Couniry Eagle Bluff Condominium
Our Vacation Season Never Ends IROL':[::A?SHLSFE ;gg A Liquor & Gas ) 990_1?::::{5 enue Nerth
HAVEN NORTH , Located on Iron Horse Trail On The Sl_r;owng;;blle Trails. & Hurley, \\flsllnsufsag
CONDOM[NIUMS = Hurley, W1 561-3196 Largest salection ol\ﬂ;g‘;r. wine, liquor i area. 1-800-336-0873
HURLEY, WIS, .
“TRAILSIDE ACCOMMODATIONS ** 450 Miles of Groomed Trails **

“WCOODRURNING FIREPLAGE
“COMPLETELY FURMISHED KITCHENS

Call Now For Reservations

715-561-5626

50 Miles of Express Riding on the famous "IRON HORSE TRAIL"
24 HOUR SNOW CONDITIONS 1-715-561-FUNN (3866)
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~This letter was sent to Snowmobilers Against Drunk Riders and is related to the “Painful
Facts....the Ultimate Price Paid” letter.

Dear Sir:

My husband died due to injuries sustained in a snowmobile crash during the 2005-2006
snowmobile season. He was 46 years old. He was a loving husband to me and a loving
father to our two daughters who are 17 and 25. He was a wonderful grandfather to his
two grandchildren who are 3 and 5. He was looked up to by all of the children at the
school where he worked. He loved the outdoors and enjoyed many activities that our state
has to offer. Unfortunately alcohol was a part of most all of these pass-times, not just
snowmobiling. And he was not alone. There is a whole culture of people who think that
drinking and having a good time go hand in hand. It will be very difficult for you to
shake this mentality from the riders of Wisconsin. The worst thing is that it's getting
passed on down to the children of these riders. I was not a rider, but both of our daughters
love it. When their dad was out on the trails with them, he drove responsibly. When he
was without them he drank. It's common for these riders to go from bar to bar having
several drinks at each stop. My girls have both seen it first hand and so have I. It's a
problem not just for those who drink, but also for those who don't. Add speed and night -
riding to it and you have the worst possible combination. They call these situations
accidents. I'm not so sure. An accident is when something happens that's beyond your
- control. You have the ability not to drink, so I'm not sure how it can be considered an
accident.

He leaves behind a daughter that won't have her dad with her when she graduates high
school this spring, goes to college this fall, walks down the aisle and has children. He
leaves behind a daughter that won't have her dad with her when she needs him. He leaves
behind two grandchildren who will only remember him from photographs-because they
were so young when he died. He leaves behind a wife who won't have him around for all
the things that she took for granted all these years. He leaves behind friends who will
miss his great sense of humor and the fact that you could count on'him for any favor. He
leaves behind a school full of children that will miss his easy smile and friendly
demeanor. He leaves behind a life not fully lived and the all the unknown possibilities
that went with it.

My deepest wish is that your organization will make a difference. Even if only one
person heeds your warning all your efforts will be worth it for their family. T wish it
wasn't too late for ours.

Sincerely,

Name Withheld




